implemented in a generalized sense," Dr. Pascal Staccini, director of the department of medical informatics at the University Hospital in Nice, France, writes in an email.
Asked if telemedicine raises new ethical and liability issues, Staccini wrote: "The French Order of Physicians is actively working on promoting the education of health professionals in what concerns the deontological rules regarding the protection of clinical data and the accuracy of telemedical work."
For its part, the French Medical Association appeared entirely onside with the government measures, stating in a press release that the new law "will allow telemedicine to get to more isolated zones, serving the individual interests of our patients and also in a perspective of public health" (www.conseil-national.medecin.fr/article/t%C3%A9l%C3%A9m%C3%A9decine-lecnom-poursuit-son-implication-1029).
Other European organizations also welcomed the initiative. "This is intended to provide access to doctors more easily and speedily in areas where doctors are in short supply. Scandinavian countries have led the way in this type of remote consultation, and new initiatives, such as patient-based telemonitoring, have improved the variety of health care available. In all cases it is essential that new technology augments, rather than replaces, the doctor-patient relationship. Provided legal and ethical issues -data privacy, confidentiality and consent -are addressed, these measures are to be welcomed," Dr. Michael Wilks, a member of the executive committee of the Standing Committee of European Doctors (www.cpme.eu), writes in an email.
Some international experts also appeared enthusiastic. "Not all questions really require a physician in loco, and/or a physical examination. If this also opens the door for Web-based (secure) teleconsultation services, where patients can contact physicians from their convenience of their home, and physicians get reimbursed for these services, then this truly a giant leap forward -and this is something which Canadian policy makers should take a closer look at," Gunther Eysenbach, senior scientist at the University Health Network in Toronto, Ontario, writes in an email. -Ana Luísa Neves MD, Paris, France, and Tiago Villanueva MD, Lisbon, Portugal DOI:10.1503/cmaj.109-3804 
